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come from Nuremberg

the toys
The anclent feudal city, around which cluster
the grim traditions of the inquisition and the
thrilling eple of the tlmwes of Charles V., has for
four hundred yeurs or more been the center of
the children’s fairyland. It has been and is the
nucleus of Christmas happiness for the youth
of every place in the Occldent, and {tg charm
18 the perpeturl one of jovous creation which de-
lights in planning tlie amusement of little people,
In the factories they w 72.000.-
000 marks” (318,000,000) is
gent out from Nuremberg
25,000,000 of this
Young America,
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Only a few years ago all of the
for this immense production was
done by hand, and much of (he finlshing and fine
last touches performed by spocial artlsts,
LEven in the old epirit of an
almost consecrated enthusiasm lives and s evl
dent in the interest the village artisans for
thair craft. Not merely the reason of bread and
butier goes toward the moaking of those marvel-
ous walking dolla, those phenomenal speaking
pleture hooks, those thousand and one games that
have called for all the Imaginative as well as
practical genlus of these honest German peasaut
folk. Rather has thelr unique industry called for
and developed In them a romance, & sensitlveness
of perception whileh Is remarkahle,

Follow the lurehing, worn curveg of the Al
brecht-Durepstrasse, and you come to one of the
many homes of this Nuremberg spirit. In a min-
iature redroofed house, wedged in among a hun-
dred squat brown huts, llve two old men—broth-
ers, of sixtyfive and seventy—whose white
hemwds are constantly bent over small elreles of
wood—shaping, paring, carving, painting,

Al they sl there, sometimes nll
toiling the delicnt ornamented
dishes which perhaps you have bought, as
Inglgnlficant thing, just this afternoon
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You looked at them carelessly: they were not
especieily orlginal or attractive, and you shoved
them Into your bug with a Half-hesititing aeccept-
ance, thinking that maybe they would please on-
priclous Dorothy, How ecould you know that back
in the vlilage of Alwavs Christmas old hands had
fashloned thosge trivial plates and pltchers, old
eyes had strained with loving anxlety over those
fine {raceries of columbine, and old hearts had
warmed over those cdompleted trifles with the
same thrill of the master painter over his best?

Aut this was true. Indeed, nearly all of the
slmple wooden toye wre constructed by hand, In
some humble volkshause which goes.to make up
the aggregate cregtive force of Banta Claus'
workshop. Take the tiny sets of soldlers, the
«doll's chairs and tables, the painted wooden ani-
mals whose reallsm Is a delight to all children,
actual or grown up. These are fashloned in
bomes, sometimes by the efforts of whole fum-
ilies, but most often by children themselyes.,

Sixteen {5 the age limit for child labor In the
factories, but no young person is prohiblied from
ussleting bhis parents at home, provided he spends
the required period of tlme at schoel. Bo that
miny of those playthings which glve most hap-
plness to the chlldyen of America lhave been
made by the children of Nuremberg., And if
bables must work, what work could one find for

‘them more appmprlntqror more pleasurable than
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this business of
making, They EgErow
up In the midst ot it,
all their hereditary
fdeas are colored by it,
the history of the clty
speaks of It

Inside of hall a doz-
en blocks you have
trains, up-to-date ho-
tels, clectricity, motor
cars, Parisian frocks,
primitive carts drawn
by hugs mastiffs, funny
tucked-away inns near
the market place full
of pensant women in
wide black sllk aprons
and snowy wlhite caps—crumbly fountains and a
castle with a secret passage. All the elements of the
fascinuting pnst and the strangely progressive
present within a stone's throw of each other. The
realization of all that Nuremberg has been and
has undergone comes to one most vividly as one
stande looking down into the Schloss well G50
feet deep, where prisoners used to come to fetch
water, Underground thelr passage led from the
dungeons to this unlit elreular pool, for state pris
oners were never permitted to see the light, and
the hollow splash of the water which the attend
ant drops Into the well geems to re-echo, after an
interminable half-minute, the hopeless pligrim-
age of those countless vietims of medleval fanat-
lelsm. Such Is the poteney of the ended. While
the vitality of the oceurring emphasizes itself, not
far off, In one of the dozens of tov faciories,
whose wvery machinery whire modernity, men,
women and chlldren—that ia, ehildren over six-
teen—are massed into this bullding, all intent on
the one ldea, the ereation of better and newer and
more wonderful toys for evervone's ehildren, In
gvaeryona's country,

It Is seldom the industvial planet ean boast of
a broader ambitlon than this of the craftsmen of
Nuremberg, To bring the greatest possible amount
of pleasure, legitimate and often educative pleas-
ure, to growing, active minds s surely an alm
worthy of the fluest art In the world. It oven
seems as though the thought back of the toys
should surround them with a deeper meaning as
glits this Christmastide, slnce the added gift—ths
biggest gift—1lles In the patlent interested Inven-
tlon and nccomplishment of which they are the
axponent.
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As for the Inventors, strictly speaking, thelr
reward secme infinftesimal according to our stand.
ards. The "hoss” controls ldeas as well as mate
rlnls of output, and it {g chiefly to hig profit that
new inventionsa in toyland redound. The man oy
woman who first thinks of or improves upon some
plaything gels a very small per cent, of the in-
come from It. To our new world siandards of
commerce it seems strange that the orlglnator
ahould recelve such scaut recognition and that
without grumbling.

Very, very few Nuremberg toymakers have
ever grown rich over thelr lngeniousness, It 18
true that {dens ns well as toys In Germany sell
for double what they sold for elght vears ago,
even! On the other hand the price of living has
gone up appreclably, and what would have seemed
a large purchase price then s only moderate now.

The staff of artists employed by the Nurem-
berg factory bLorg §8 In Iteelf a not Inconslderable
expense, 21 meny & quiat charlty {8 undertaken
by these men who at bome would be absorbed
In getting rich. In the shop of Fritz Muller are
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various small kitchen gardens, earved and palnted
by a poor mwan and his sister after their regular
working hours, and hought by Mr, Muller at high
rates us hiy pel philanthropy. In tnls shop, now
100 years old, are seén all of the most novel of
the toy-vilinge playthings. The store was erowded
with nyire children over thirty than under thir-
teen, and abgorbed for hours over the clever and
quaint atiractions.

The doll's house of Nuremberg leaves nothlng
to be desired. Not enly the usual rooms of a con-
ventional menage are found in it, but conserva-
torles with ministurae orchids, fountaing and wa-
tering cans; school rooms with tiny desks, a
schoolmaster, very stern, with goggles and ruler,
and ehildren In aprons and carrying slates, the
latter a sixteenth of an Inch big; felds of {lowers
for the back yvard and a swing for the smallest
doll.

In all German wurt, of which toy making is by
no means an Inslgnlficant department, perfection
of detall has alwaye been the sallent feature. Rv-
ery phase of home Iife Iz reproduced In mlero-
gcople form In German toyland, even down to the
wee palrs of hand-knitted stockings and swenters,
the hob-nalled shoes and blue blouses which make
up the wardrobe of the volks boy and girl.

The tourist season I8 a second Christmas” for
Nuremberg people, and they sell as many play-
things in the one perlod as the other. An Inter.
esting point brought to lght by this fact is the
early differentiation of the American and Euro:
pean individuality, which shows {tsell in cholee of
games and pastimes, They say In the shops that
an Amerlean child is Invarlably fascinated owver
the mechanical and complieated, that he finds In-
tense Interest In mastering the techniealitlies even
of playing, while the European child likes n sim-
pler but Lrilllantly colored toy, cherishing often a
curlous semtiment for traditlonal objeects such as
typify old world conservatism.

They uare blessed with imagination, these vil-
laga people, and they are not ashamed of ghow-
ing thelr slmplielty of spirit. Thelr souls are
bound up in the heritage of centurles, The trag-
edles of thelr elty's history wind about the toys
they mnke, breathing into the wood n characteris-
tle vitality—the vitality that comes of centuries
of striving, of centuries of patient pchievement.

As you sit In a swirl of red ribbon and foamy
paper, “dolng up" your Christmas presents, re-
member that many of them have come from this
qualnt Hitle Village of Always Christmas. It
may add to your holiday happiness to know that
no pleasure which the toys may bring can hbe
greater than the pleasure of those who made them,
and that no good will of yours ean outdo the gqulet
sincerity of purpose with which the simple people
of Nuremborg have given thefr part towsrd this
season of the unlversal sift,

OLDEST QUAKER CIT HOUSE

Residence Erected In Philadelphia In
the Year 1602 Ia Still
Standing.

Philadelphin. — Although  Philadel-
phia 18 known as the “City of Homes"”
und contains many publie bulldings of
historie renown, the number of resi
dences of the seventeenth century
now standing are comparatively few,
One of the reasons for the disappears
ance of the old landmarks 1a the fact
that many of the old resldential sce-
tions of the elty have Dbeen trans-
formed Into business locallties and
the old struetures have given place to
modern offlca bulldings and business
houses, It ls a curfous fact that the
oldest house In Philadelphia, and the
only resldence of size In the clty with
gable ends facing on the Mreot, stnnds
at Ameriean and lonle streets, In the

| eentury

Philadelphla's Oldest House.

very heart of the businesa and wholes
| gale scotion bounded by Chestnut and

Wanlnut, and Second and Third sireets,
While thig house I8 generally rec-
ognlzed as the oldest dwelling In the

| elty, the exact dnate ol 1ts construetion

Is not known, There are two bricks
in the walls which are seratehed with |
dates, One of them 8  [nseribed
“1701," while the other Indistinetly
bhears flgpres <1602 It i upon the
last figures that the clatm of antiguity |
Is based and the various historical so- |
cleties  of the elty are convinced that ‘

| the bellef s correct.

Although no effort has been mande by
the various historical socletles or the
city to preserve It, the old bullding 18 ‘
in good condition, and from present in-
dications, it looks as though it could
withstand the buffetings of another
The walle hear no cracks, |
and the plagter which holda the bricks

Ilt'lgi'lluil’ hardly shows [ts two cen-
turies ol wear. The jolgts of the two |
floore are solld and must have bheen of
excoptionally well seasoned timber
originally. In only two rooms las
| the flooring been renewed, and thla
was done when they were combined to
make more room for the present ten- |
l ant,

From all that can be learned the
house has been In constant use since
| Its construction, and Its varlous tem-
ants have from time to time brought
l the interior of the house up to modern |
ideas excludes the possibility of dl-
vulging any iden of the interior deco-
rations of the colonial days. Very lit-
tle 18 known of its former tenants, ex-
copt that It was once the resldence of |
| Bamuel Mickel, in 1735. He was the
man who talked so discourngingly to
Benjamin Franklin when he advanced |
the project of setting up a priuting of-
fice In the clty,

Melton Prior Represented the
trated London News In 24 Cam-
paigns and Revolutions,

London, Eng.—Melton Prior, who
died rpcently, held the remarkabla
| record of having served his po-
 per, the Illustrated London News,
as correspondent and artist in 21
campnigns and revolutions, There
was no part of the world, civil-
fzed or savage, that was not famlilinr
to him, He was acquainted with the
prairies of the west, the pampas of
| South Amerlea, the jungles of Afriea,
the steppes of Russin, the rugged

Melton Prior,

slernness of Central Aslan platesa,
und he knew Corea and Japan as well
as the country of Kent or Devonshire
He began hls experlences as 8 war
artlsat and coerrespondent In the Ask
ante campaign of 1878, He was Iz
the Russo-Turkish war, the desperate
struggle between Russla and Japan
and the Boer fight for freedom In
Bouth Afriea. He was an artigt of
abllity and faithful In hig dellneation
of charpcters and scenes.

Helps Explain Mine Accidents.

Washington, — Recent experiments
have proved concluslvely that coal
dust which has been ground to a
state so fine that It will pass a 200-
mesh sleve will explode from econtact
with either a naked flame or with the
are of an electrie current.

FAMOUS WAR ARTIST IS DEAD |

|
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GURETHAT COLD

“f wounld rather preserve the health
of a nation than be its roler,—=MUN=
YON.

Thousands of people who are mffering
with colds are about today. Tomorrow
they may 1 prostrnted with penumonia,
An ounce of provention fa worth a ponnd
of cure, Get n 25 cent bottle of Mun-
yon's Cold Cure at the mnearest drug
store. This bottle mny be eonveniently
earried in the wvest pooket. If you are
not satisfied with the effecta of the rem-
edy, pend us your empty hottle and we
will refund your money. Munyon's Cold
Cure will #peedily break up all forms of
ecoldn and prevent grippe and pneumonia.
1t checks dischinrges of the nose and eyes
stops sncezing, allava inflammation an
fever, and tones un the syetem,

If you need Medieal Advice,
Munvon's Doctors, They will earefully

ingnosa your cnse and adviee you by
mnil, nhanlutely free,

Prof, Munvon, 53d and Jefferson strects,
Philadelphis, Pa,

write to

TWO OF A KIND,

Dobbing—Is8 there a st of milllon-
aires published?

Brongon—Not toat 1 know of, but
you can probably get a list of the fel
lows who dodge thelir taxes.

Sense of Taste.

From a serles of experiments re
cently mndo at the University of Kan-
sng it {8 cvident that the average per-
eon can taste the bitter of guinine
when one part 18 dissolved in 62,000
parts of water. Balt was detected In
water when one part to 640 of the
Hguid was used, Sugar could be tast-
ed in 228 parts of water and common
sode In 48. In nearly all cases women
could detect a smaller quantity than
men.

Russia's Growing Population.

This year's census of the Russlan
empire adds another five mlillons to
the population as enumerated In 1908,
The czar's subjects now number 1680,
000,000 and Increaege every year by
2,600,000 despite wars, epldemies and
Internal disturbances, As there Is no
Inck of cultivated soll In Russia there
geems no reason why this big annual
inerease should not eontinue.

Why Kick?

Louie Wisna, the Newark artlst,
wore a gloomy look on his usually
cheerful face.

“It bas just struck me,” he sald to
Charles Strasse, “that my shoes don't
cost me as much as my youngster's,”

“Then what are you ecomplaining
about?" asked Btrasse,

A Long Chance.
“1 took a long chance when 1 asked
her to marry me."”
“She rejected you, eh?"
“No, that was the long chance 1
took. 8he accepted me.”

To Oblige Him.
Mr. Dorkins—You're always bound
to%inve the last word, anyway.
Mrs. Dorkins—Yes; that's becavse
you always walt to hear me say it

-
Gives Breakfast i
Zest and

Relish
Post
Toasties

A sweet, crisp, whole-
some food made of Indian
Corn, ready to serve right
from the box with cream
and sugar.

Flavoury
Delicious
Economical
“The Memory Lingers”

Postum Cereal Company, Lad.,
Buttle Creek, Mich.
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